
Family Vespers – Maundy Thursday 
 

Words of Invitation 

We have gathered here in this holy and sacred space to worship our God. God is good and God is here 

within, among, and around us. Sit quietly and breathe deeply. With each breath, imagine yourself 

opening up to God’s presence within, around, and among you.  

Sing/Listen: Peace Pilgrim’s Prayer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyofveWxGjQ) 

Opening Litany 

One: Jesus shows us just how much God loves us. 

All: God is good! 

One: God’s love for us shows us how to love on another. 

All: God is good! 

One: Let’s worship God, saying thank you for that love. 

All: God is good! 

 

Sing/Listen: Beloved, Let Us Love One Another (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRjiOVsUF6o) 

Read or Watch: John 13:1-17 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iFBhVBElD0) 

Reflections 

On this Thursday evening during Holy Week, we celebrate the night Jesus gathered with his disciples to 

celebrate Passover. During that meal, the last supper they shared before his crucifixion, Jesus washed 

the feet of his disciples. 

Last summer at camp, the story of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples was one of the Bible stories we 

explored. It is a story of agape love. Jesus washes his disciples’ feet as an expression of his unconditional 

love for them and calls them to share that same kind of unconditional love with others. 

Stop and think for a minute about how significant this was. First, during Bible times, people traveled by 

walking. To get anywhere, they walked the dusty, sandy roads in sandals, so arrived with dirty feet—

really dirty feet. Therefore, when you arrived at your destination, it was common for a servant to wash 

your feet. It couldn’t have been a pleasant to wash the dirty, stinky feet of others. But rather than a 

servant, or even one of the disciples, washing Jesus’ feet, Jesus defied expectations, humbling himself to 

kneel and wash the feet of his disciples. Then, he commanded them to do as he had done, humbling 

themselves to love and serve others. 

Respond 

If you want, use a basin (any tub or large bowl will work) and towel and wash one another’s feet. 

 

During these uncertain and anxious times marked by “social distancing” and isolation, many people are 

grieving the loss of physical contact with others. However, many also recognize the ways other people 

are reaching out and touching them with humble acts of kindness and love.  

How has someone else touched you through an unconditional act of love and kindness? 

How can you touch someone else with an unconditional act of love and kindness? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyofveWxGjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRjiOVsUF6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iFBhVBElD0


Listen/Sing/Watch: The Basin and Towel by Michael Card 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsSlLiatlTQ) 

In an upstairs room, a parable 
Is just about to come alive 
And while they bicker about who's best 
With a painful glance, He'll silently rise 

Their Savior Servant must show them how 
Through the will of the water 
And the tenderness of the towel 

And the call is to community 
The impoverished power that sets the soul free 
In humility, to take the vow 
That day after day we must take up the basin and the towel 

In any ordinary place 
On any ordinary day 
The parable can live again 
When one will kneel and one will yield 

Our Saviour Servant must show us how 
Through the will of the water 
And the tenderness of the towel 

The space between ourselves sometimes 
Is more than the distance between the stars 
By the fragile bridge of the Servant's bow 
We take up the basin and the towel 

And the call is to community 

The impoverished power that sets the soul free 

In humility, to take the vow 

That day after day we must take up the basin 

And the call is to community 

The impoverished power that sets the soul free 

In humility, to take the vow 

That day after day we must take up the basin 

That day after day we must take up the basin 

That day after day we must take up the basin and the towel 

Prayer 

Loving God, we thank you for your great love for us. You sent your son, Jesus, to show us just how much 

you love us. Jesus shared your love with all people and calls us to follow his example and share your love 

with others. May those we have named in our drawings feel your agape love flowing through us. As we 

move through this day, may all we do and say be motivated by agape love. Amen. 

 

Sing/Listen: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhi8HCzcQ_8) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsSlLiatlTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhi8HCzcQ_8

