
Family Vespers - Holy Saturday  
 

Words of Invitation 

We have gathered here in this holy and sacred space to worship our God. God is good and God is here 

within, among, and around us. Sit quietly and breathe deeply. With each breath, imagine yourself 

opening up to God’s presence within, around, and among you.  

Sing/Listen: Peace Pilgrim’s Prayer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyofveWxGjQ) 

Opening Litany (adapted from Psalm 85:4-12) 

One: You, the God who can save us, restore us! Won’t you bring us back to life again so that your people 

can rejoice in you?  

All: Show us your faithful love, Lord! Give us your salvation! 

One: Let me hear what the Lord God says, 

All: Because he speaks peace to his people and to his faithful ones. 

One: Don’t let us return to foolish ways. 

All: God’s salvation is very close to those who honor him. 

One: Faithful love and truth have met, righteousness and peace have kissed. 

All: Yes, the Lord gives what is good. 

 

Sing/Listen: Father I Adore You  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g4cj_aybT8) 

Read: John 14:27  

Reflections 

These are some of the final words Jesus said to his disciples: Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 

not let them be afraid. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. 

 

And yet somehow, on the Saturday following Jesus’ death, I wonder if his friends and disciples were able 

to recall this promise or if their pain and sadness was too overwhelming? 

 

The Gospels don’t tell us much about what happened on that Saturday. Jesus and his friends and 

disciples were Jewish. Saturday is the day they celebrated the Sabbath and the Gospel of Luke tells us 

that “on the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment” (Luke 23:56b). 

 

Even as they honored the Sabbath, I can’t help but think they continued to wrestle with their shock and 

grief. Like many of us after the death of a loved one, I can imagine they may have spent time in silence 

and prayer and time reminiscing and sharing stories about Jesus with one another. And perhaps in those 

acts, they experienced a taste of the peace Jesus had promised.  

 

Respond 

What is your favorite story about Jesus? Perhaps it is one of the stories about Jesus’ life. Perhaps it is 

one of the stories Jesus told. Perhaps it is a personal story about how Jesus has touched your life. Share 

your favorite stories about Jesus with one another. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyofveWxGjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g4cj_aybT8


Prayer 

On this Holy Saturday, as we continue to grieve the death of Jesus and the loss of normalcy amidst the 

current crisis, it is appropriate to spend time in prayer. Sometimes it is hard to find words to express our 

thoughts, our feelings, our longings, our hopes. However, we can always trust that God hears our 

prayers even when we can’t find the words. One way to pray without words is to color our prayers. See 

the illustrated instructions below and give it a try. You may want to focus on prayers of lament for what 

has been lost; prayers of intercession for health care workers, first responders, and others deemed 

“critical” like grocery store employees; and prayers for peace. 



Sing/Listen: Prayer for Peace (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cw0gMW6gk0w) 

 

Peace before us, peace behind us 

Peace under our feet. 

Peace within us, peace over us 

Let all around us be peace. 

 

Love… 

 

Light… 

 

Christ… 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cw0gMW6gk0w

